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194. J.rr us go back to the first Christians of the Gentile 
world. They turned from dumb idols to serve the living and 
the true God. They made a simple and entire transition from 
a state as bad, if not worse, than that of entire ignorance, to the 
Christianity of the New-Testament. Their previous concep- 
tions, instead of helping them, behoved to be utterly abandoned ; 
nor was there that intermediate step which so many of us _ think 
to be necessary, and which we dignify with the name of the ra- 
tional theology of nature. In these days, this rational theology 
was unheard of; nor have we the slightest reason to believe that 
they were ever initiated into its doctrines, before they!were look- 
ed upon as fit to be taught the peculiarities of the gospel. They 
were translated at once from the absurdities of Paganism to that 
Christianity which has come down to us, in the records of evan- 
gelical history, and the epistles which their teachers addressed 
to them. They saw the miracles; they acquiesced in them, 
as satisfying credentials of an inspired teacher; they took the 
whole of their religion from his mouth; their faith came by 
hearing, and hearing by the words of a divine messenger. This 
was their precess, and it ought to be ours. We do not see the 
miracles, but we see their reality through the medium of that 
clear and unsuspicious testimony which has been handed down 
ta.us. We should admit them as the credentials of an embassy 
from God. We should take the whole of our religion from the 
records of this embassy; and, renouncing the idolatry of our 
own self-formed conceptions, we should repair to that word, 
“~ a spoken to them that heard it, and transmitted to us 
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by the instrumentality of written language. The question with 
them was, What hearest thou? ‘Phe question with us is, What 
readest thou ? They had their idols, and they turned away from 
them. We have our fancies, and we contend, that, in the face 
of an authoritative revelation from heaven, it is as glaring idola- 
try in us to adhere to these, as it would be were they spread out 
upon canyass, or chiseled into material form by the hands of a 
statuary. : 

195. In the popular religions of antiquity, we see scarcely 
the vestige of a resemblance to ihat academical theism which 
is delivered in our schools, and figures away in the speculations 
of our moralists. The process of conversion among the first 
Christians was 2 very simple one. It consisted of an utter aban- 
donment of their heathenism, and an entire submission to those 
new truths which came to them through the revelation of the 
gospel, and through it only. It was the pure theology of Christ 
and of his Apostles. ‘That theology which struts in fancied de- 
monstration from a professor’s chair, formed no part of it. 
‘They listened as if they had all to learn; we listen as if it was 
our office to judge, and to give the message of God its due place 
and subordination among the principles which we had previous- 
ly established. Now these principles were uttetly unknown at 
the first publication of Christianity. The Galatians, and Co- 
rinthians, and ‘Phessalonians, and Philippians, had no concep- 
tion of them. And yet, will any man say, that either Paul him- 
self, or those who lived under his immediate tuition, had not 
enough to make them accomplished Christians, or that they 
fell short of our enlightened selves, in the wisdom which pre- 
pares for eternity, because they wanted our rational theology 
as a stepping-stone to that knowledge which came, in pure and 
immediate revelation, from the Son of God? The gospel was 
enough for them, and it should be enough for us also. Every 
natural or assumed principle which offers to abridge its suprema- 
cy, or even so much as to share with it in authority and direc- 
tion should be instantly discarded. Every opinion in religion 
should be reduced to the question of—what readest thou? and 
the Bible be acquiesced in, and submitted to, as the alone di- 
vectory of our faith, where we can get the whole will of God for 
the salvation of men. 

196. But is not this an enlightened age ; and, since the days 
of the gospel, has not the wisdom of two thousand years accu- 
mulated upon the present generation? has not science been en- 
riched by discovery ? and is not theology one of the sciences ? 
Are the men of this advanced period to be restrained from the 
high exercise of their powers? and, because the men of a re- 
mote and barbarous antiquity lisped and drivelled in the infan- 
cy of their acquirements, is that any reason why we should be 
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restricted, like so many school-boys, to the lesson that is set 
before us? It is all true that this is a very enlightened age, but on 
what field has it acquired so flattering a distinction? On the 
field of experiment. The human mind owes all its progress to 
the confinement of its efforts within the safe and certain limits of 
observation, and to the severe restraint which it has imposed 
upon its speculative tendencies. Go beyond these limits, and 
the human mind has not advanced a single inch by its own in- 
dependent exercises. All the philosophy which has been rear- 
ed by the labour of successive ages, is the philosophy of facts 
reduced to general laws, or brought under a general description 
from observed points of resemblance. A proud and a wonder- 
ful fabric we do allow; but we throw away the very instrument 
by which it was built the moment that we cease to observe, and 
begin to theorize and excogitate. ‘Tell us a single discovery, 
which has thrown a particle of light on the details of the divine 
administration. ‘Tell us a single truth in the whole field of ex- 
perimental science, which can bring us to the moral govern- 
ment of the Almighty by any other road than his own revela- 
tion. Astronomy has taken millions of suns and of systems 
within its ample domain ; but the ways of God to man stand at 
a distance as inaccessible as ever. Nor has it shed so much as 
a glimmering over the councils of that mighty and invisible 
Being, who sits in high authority over all worlds. The boast- 
ed discoveries of modern science are all confined to that field, 
within which the sense of man can expatiate. The moment we 
go beyond this field they cease to be discoveries, and ‘are the 
mere speculations of the fancy. The discoveries of modern 
science have, in fact, imparted a new energy to the sentiment 
in question. ‘They all serve to exalt the Deity, but they do 
not contribute a single iota to the explanation of his purposes. 
They make him greater, but they do not make him more com- 
prehensible. He is more shrouded in mystery than ever. It 
is not himself whom we see, it is his workmanship ; and every 
new addition to its grandeur or to its variety, which philosophy 
opens to our contemplation, throws our understanding at a 

reater distance than before, from the mind and conception of 
the Sublime Architect. Instead of the God ofa single world, 
we now see him presiding in all the majesty of his high attri- 
butes, over a mighty range of innumerable systems. ‘To our 
little eye he is wrapt in more awful mysteriousness, and every 
new glimpse which astronomy gives us of the universe justifies, 
to the apprehension of our mind, that impassable barrier which 
stands between the counsels of its Sovereign, and those fugitive 
beings who strut their evanescent hour in the humblest of its 
mansions. If this invisible Being would only break that myste- 
rious silence in which he has wrapt himself, ye feel that a sine 
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gle word from his mouth would be worth a world of darkling 
speculations. Every new triumph which the mind of man 
achieves in the field of discovery, binds us more firmly to our 
Bible; and by the very proportion in which philosophy multi- 

lies the wonders of God, do we prize that book, in which the 
evidence of history has stamped the character of his authentic 
communication. 

197. The course of the moon in the heavens has exercised 
astronomers for a long series of ages, and now that they are 
able to assign all the irregularities of its periods, it may be 
counted one of the most signal. triumphs of modern science. 
The question lay within the limits of the field of observation. It 
was accessible to measurement, and, upon the sure principles 
of calculation, men of science have brought forward the confi- 
dent solution of a problem, the most difficult and trying that ever 
was submitted to the human intellect. But let it never be for- 
gotten, that those very maxims of philosophy which guided 
them so surely and so triumphantly within the field of observa- 
tion, also restrained them from stepping beyond it, and though 
none were more confident than they, whenever. they had evi- 
dence and experiment to enlighten them, yet none were more 
scrupulous in abstaining to pronounce upon any subject, where 
evidence and experiment were wanting. Let us suppose that 
one of their number, flushed with the triumph of success, passed 
on from the work of calculating the periods of the moon, to the- 
orise upon its chemical constitution; the former question lies 
within the field of observation, the other is most thoroughly be- 
yond it; and there is not a man, whose mind is disciplined to 
the rigour and sobriety of modern science, that would not look 
upon the theory with the same contempt, as if it were the dream. 
of a poet, or the amusement of a schoolboy. We have heard 
much of the moon, and of the volcanoes which blaze upon its 
surface. Let us have incontestible evidence, that a falling 
stone proceeds from the eruption of one of these volcanoes, and 
the chemistry of the moon will receive more illustration from 
the analysis of that stone, than from all the speculations of all 
the theorists. It brings the question in part within the limits of 
observation. It soon becomes a fair subject for the exercise of 
the true philosophy. The eye can now see, and the hand can 
now handle it; and the information furnished by the laborious 
drudgery of experimental men, will be received as a truer doc- 
ument, than the theory of any philosopher, however ingenious, 
or however splendid. | 

198. At the hazard of being counted whimsical, we bring for- 
ward the above as a competent illustration of the principle 
which we are attempting to establish. We do all homage to 
modern science, nor do we dispute the loftiness of its preten- 
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sions. But we maintain, that however brilliant its career in 
those tracts of philosophy, where it has the light of observation 
to conduct it, the philosophy of all that lies without the field of 
observation is as obscure and inaccessible as ever. We main- 
tain, that to pass from the motions of the moon to an unauthori- 
ised speculation upon the chemistry of its materials, is a pre- 
sumption disowned by philosophy. We ought to feel, that it 
would be a still more glaring transgression of all its maxims, to 
pass from the brightest discovery in the catalogue, to the ways 
of that mysterious Being, whom no eye hath seen, and whose 
mind is capacious as infinity. The splendour and the magni- 
tude of what we do know, can never authorise us to pronounce 
upon what we do not know; ner can we conceive a transition 
more ardent or more insurmountable, than to pass from the 
truths of natural science to a speculation on the details of God’s 
administration, or the economy of his moral government. We 
hear much of revelations from heaven. Let any one of these 
bear the evidence of an actual communication from God himself, 
and all the reasonings of all the theologians must vanish, and 
give place to the substance of this communication. Instead of 
theorising upon the nature and properties of that divine light 
which irradiates the throne of God, and exists at so immeasura- 
ble a distance from our faculties, let us point our eyes to that ema- 
nation, which has actually come down tous. Instead of theorising 
upon the councils of the divine mind, let us go to that volume 
which lighted upon our world nearly two thousand years ago, 
and which bears the most authentic evidence, that it is, the 5 
pository of part of these councils. Let us apply the proper in- 
strument to this examination. Let us never conceive it to bea 
work of speculation or fancy. It is a pure work of grammatical 
analysis. It is an unmixed question of language. The com. 
mentator who.opens this book with the one hand, and carries 
his system in the other, has nothing todo with it. We admit of 
no other instrument than the vocabulary and the lexicon. The 
man whom we look to ts the scripture critic, who can appeal to 
his authorities for the import and significancy of phrases, and 
whatever be the strict result of his patient and profound philo- 
logy, we submit to it. We call upon every enlightened disci- 
ple of Lord Bacon to approve the steps of this process, and to 
acknowledge, that the same habits of philosophising to which 
science is indebted for all her elevation in those latter days, will 
lead us to cast down all our lofty imaginations, and bring every 
thought into the captivity of the obedience of Christ. 

_ 199, But something more remains to be done. The mind 
may have discernment enough to acquesce in the speculative 
justness of a principle ; but it may not have vigour or consist- 
ency enough to put it into execution. Lord Bacon pointed out 
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the method of true philosophising ; yet, in practice, he aban- 
doned it, and his own physical investigations may be ranked 
among the most effectual specimens of that rash and unfounded 
theorising, which his own principles have banished from the 
schools of philosophy. Sir Isaac Newton completed in his own 
person the character of the true philosopher. He not only saw 
the general principle but he obeyed it. He both betook him- 
self to the drudgery of observation, and he endured the pain 
which every mind must suffer in the act of renouncing its old 
habits of conception. We call upon our readers to have man- 
hood and philosophy enough to make a similar sacrifice. It is 
not enough, that the Bible be acknowledged as the only authen- 
tic source of information respecting the details of that moral 
economy, which the Supreme Being has instituted for the gov- 
ernment of the intelligent beings who occupy this globe. Its 
authenticity must be something more than acknowledged. It 
must be felt, and, in act and obedience, submitted to. Let us 
put them tothe test. ‘ Verily I say unto you,” says our Savi- 
our, “‘ unless a man shall be born again, he shall not enter into 
the kingdom of God.” “ By grace ye are saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” “Justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.” 
We need not multiply quotations; but if there be any repugnance . 
to the obvious truths which we have announced to the reader in 
the language of the Bible, his mind is not yet tutored to the philos- 
ophy of the subject. It may be in the way, but the final result is 
not yetarrived at. It is stilka slave to the elegance or the plau- 
sibility of its old speculations ; and though it admits the princi- 
ple, that every previous opinion must give way to the supreme 
authority of an actual communication from God, it wants con- 
sistency and hardihood to carry the principle into accomplish- 
ment. 


Biography. 


LIFE OF THE REV C. Fe. SWARTZ, MISSIONARY TO THE 
EAST-INDIES. 


(Continued from page 97.) 


Tue East-india Company directed the government of Mad- 
ras to pay 100/. annually toward the support of each Provincial 
English School, and the same sum to every other which might 
be established. The government inquired of Mr. Swartz in 
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what manner he purposed to apply these annual grants. He 
conferred, in consequence, with the vestry, and sent their minutes 
to Government, which were highly approved. His assistants, 
Mr. Pohle and Mr. Kolhoff, were proposed by him as ‘super- 
intendants. This suggestion was made by him, not because he 
intended to withdraw himself, but in consideration of his own 
advanced age, and with the benevolent view of rendering the 
circumstances of his brethren more comfortable. 

Of these Provincial English Schools, the present Dean ox 
Westminster thus speaks in his address to the Rev. Mr. Jcenicke, 
on his departure for India. ‘‘ The school for teaching the 
English language, which Mr. Swartz has recommended to the 
Society, as a plan of useful tendency, and which he has al- 
ready begun to establish with the concurrence of the native 
princes, presents a prospect of better hopes, and increasing 
means for the extension of the gospel. 

»‘‘Some doubt has been entertained, how far, as Christians, 
we are authorised to adopt a system which, though mediate, is 
not the immediate method of dispensing Christian knowledge. 
This is no time for discussing that question: but if the thing is 
done, and the natives understand it, as an institution for teaching 
the language only, never break their confidence by seeking for 
converts here. Our religion is not to be advanced insidiously, 
but proposed boldly, and the first moral principle of religion is 
geod faith.” : 

These Provincial Schools, as well as the English and Malabar 
Schools were attended with the happiest effects. The Provincial 
School, at Tanjore, in particular, was much frequented by chil- 
dren of the first families; and the improvement made by the 
scholars was very observable. These different seminaries fur- 
nished young men who were employed at Madras as writers, 
with handsome salaries; and ethers who obtain considerable 
employments. 

The following letter was written in this year, toa gentleman 
whom Mr. Swartz was anxious to win over to the habits of 2 
Christian life. It discovers, at once, the delicacy and the faith- 
fulness of a Christian counsellor. 


‘ Dear Srr-= Tanjore, Sept. 28, 1785. 


‘Tam happy to hear that you will not come by your- 

self; you know the consequences attending a batchelor’s life. 
“But, being now in a lawful state instituted by God himself, 
take care lest that state prove a snare. In itself it is lawful, and 
ordained by God for wise reasons. But you know that Adam 
resembled his Maker before he entered into that state. The hus- 
band must be filled with knowledge, wisdom, holiness, and al! 
other divine graces: then will he be able to govern his family 
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wisely to the glory of God. In sucha gay place as Madras, 
where daily dissipations run away with al time and strength, it 
is doubly necessary to be upon your guard. Never forget to 
keep up family prayer in your house; make it a house of God, 
and it will be a house rs lea by divine blessings. 
; At present, people read all sorts of novels, and other trash ; 
if you wish to be happy, and to act wisely, I entreat you reap 
Your BIBLE with your consort. You will soon find the greatest 
advantage originating from it. 
‘¢Make my best respects to Mrs. , and tell her that I 
heartily wish she may be like Sarah, Abraham’s wife ; like Han- 
nah, Samuel’s mother; and like those excellent females, who 
-were not ashamed to follow Jesus even when he was crucified. 
“My best wishes attend you and your family—being, 
‘“‘ Dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
“C. F. Swartz.” 





* 


January 23, 1787, was one of the most solemn days ever 
celebrated at Tranquebar. On.that day the senior of the Danish 
mission, the Rev. John Balthasar Kolhoff, observed his jubilee ; 
and had the inexpressible satisfaction of seeing his eldest son 
ordained in the Mission Church, to be assistant to Mr. Swartz. 
The several Missionaries, both English and Danish, proposed 
to the candidate questions in divinity, which he answered to 
their great satisfaction, proving how well he had employed his 
youthful years under the tuition of Mr. Swartz, who had under- 
taken the care of him from his eighth year. The Danish 
Governor, and all the European families of the settlement, to- 

ether with a great number of Malabar Christians and heathens, 
attended the service, and a general awe was conspicuous, par- 
ticularly during the ordination sermon, preached by Mr. Swartz, 
from 2 Tim. ti. 1, Thou, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. After the ordination, the young mission- 
ary entered the pulpit, and preached a Malabar sermon with 
such graceful ease, that it delighted every one who understood 
it. 
. Mr. Swartz speaks very feelingly of this event in the following 
letter ; which bears testimony, also, to the high estimation in 
which he was held by the native princes. 


“My Dear Frienps, Tanjore, March 31, 1787. 


‘‘ As Mr. Kolhoff writes ta you, I embrace the oppor- 
tunity of adding a fewlines. At his ordination, which was Jan. 
23d, the sight of the young man and his aged father sitting near 
the altar, melteddown my heart, so that I could not refrain 
from shedding tears. I know how you love my young friend, 
and he has reason to look upon-you as a sort of parents. He 
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has now his course torun. May the Spirit of God be his guide 
and comforter. According to the course of nature, | shall soon 
leave him and the world. May a gracious God lead me so that 
I may not be afraid of passing through the valley of death. 

“You must have heard that the Rajah of Tanjore adopted a 
son when I was at Tranquebar. I returned the 26th of January. 
The 29th the Rajah called for me in the afternoon. He shewed 
me his newly adopted son, saying, ‘ This is not my, but your, 
son. Into your hands and care I deliver the child.’ 

“T replied, * You know, Sir, my willingness to serve you 
according to my scanty ability. But this your last wish and 
desire is above my power. You have adopted a child of nine 
years. You know there are parties in your palace. I may see 
the child perhaps, once or twice ina month. What good can . 
this do to the child? I am afraid that the life of the child will 
be in danger, and your country brought into a state of confusion. 
You must fall upon some other method.’ 

*“* He said, ‘ What method do you mean?’ J answered, ‘ you 
have a brother: deliver the child to him. Charge him to become 
his father, to bring him up. And when the child is grown up, 
let your brother do to the child what a father would do in such 
acase. By this means, you save the child’s life, and preserve 
your country in a state of tranquillity.’ The Rajah said he 
would consider all, sol lefthim. The Rajah called that evening 
for his mother first, and proposed the case. As she approved of 
the advice, his brother was called. The child was desired to 
call the Rajah’s brother his father. The next morning Mr. 
Huddlestone, and the Colonel, and I myself were called. The 
Rajah’s brother and the child were sitting under a pavilion. The 
Rajah spoke after the following manner: ‘I have followed the 
advice given me by Padre Swartz. I appoint.my brother as. 
father to the child. He is to govern the country ; but when the 
child is grown up, he is to act as father to the child. I hope 
the Honourable Company will confirm this my last will. You, 
gentlemen are witnesses to what I have said.’ 

“* May you both be kings and priests before God. 

‘‘T am, dear friends, your’s, &c. C. F. Swartz.” 


We add to the information contained in this letter, that when 
Mr. Huddlestone promised to send a faithful account to Govern- 
ment, the Rajah said, “ This your assurance comforts me in my 
last hours.” 3 

Ameer Sing, the brother thus appointed by the Rajah, “ pro- 
miseth,’”? said Mr. Swartz, “to be a father to the country, to 
alleviate their burdens, and to inspect the country, without 
leaving the whole administration to his servants.—He hopes to 
a by the Governor-General, according to the last 
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will of his brother.—If so, certainly he will not hinder the pro- 
gress of the Christian Religion, but, at least externally, ‘ further 
ate 

In compliance with the promise of his deceased brother to 
Mr. Swartz, Ameer Sing delivered to him a written document, 
sealed by himself and his chief ministers, in which he made an 
appropriation for ever of a village of the yearly income of about 
five hundred pagodas, for the school, and more especially for 
ihe orphans. Mr. Swartz purposed to give it to the government 
of Tranquebar, on condition that five hundred pagodas annually 
should be paid to the school. 

In this year, 1787, Mr. Swartz observes, respecting the gar- 
rison at Tanjore, ‘ with much pleasure, that the soldiers not 
only attended Divine Service on Sundays, but also the working- 
day evening lectures, which were frequented by great numbers, 
and encouraged by the officers, who all confessed, that corporal 
punishments had ceased, from the time that the regiment began 
to relish religious instructions.”” 

Sir Archibald Campbell, being appointed Governor of Madras, 
arrived at a time of great distress, and both himself and his lady 
became blessings to the country. Mr. Swartz expresses his ob- 
ligation to them in very strong terms. 

‘The Tanjore country (says he) appeared to be in a melan- 
choly situation. The inhabitants felt and resented oppression so 
as tgemigrate. Whole towns and villages were left quite empty. 
In the months of June and July, the country was blessed, as 
usual, with fresh water: the rivers were full, but there were few 
inhabitants to turn it to their advantage. Sir Archibald, fearing 
that this emigration might cause a famine, ordered a committee 
of four persons to inspect the management of the country ; of 
which | was desired to bea member. The Rajah, in his present 
state of infirmity, being unable to bear much fatigue, desired me 
to assure the inhabitants, in his name, of justice and equity. I 
did so: the inhabitants believed the promise given them, and 
7,000 came in at once; others followed; and though the best 
season for cultivating the ground was elapsed, the poor people, 
anticipating better days, exerted themselves to such a degree, 
that the harvest of this year seems to become more plenteous 
than that of the preceding one. 

‘‘In these transactions | had the best opportunity to converse 
with the first inhabitants about their everlasting welfare. Many 
begin to be convinced of the folly of idolatry ; and as we have 
a prospect of seeing this country better, that is, with more jus- 
tice, managed, it is to be hoped, that it will have a good effect 
upon the people. As Sir Archibald Campbell shewed the kind- 
ness of a father to this country, so Lady Campbell has acted the 
part of a mother to the poor female orphans. She has formed 2 
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plan, and begun to execute it, for educating poor daughters of 
soldiers, who hitherto have been miserably neglected ; or, if they 
were educated in private schools, they were, however, left with- 
out protection, and consequently often fell into the hands of de- 
stroyers. Lady Campbell’s plan has the sanction and protection 
of government. A subscription has been set on foot, and more 
than 14,000 pagodas are already collected. The nabob has given 
a very spacious house, which he bought for 8,000 pagodas, for 
that purpose. Twelve ladies form the Vestry, and each of them 
is to inspect a month. Lady Campbell hopes that a similar in- 
stitution, for the education of boys, particularly soldiers’ sons, 
will soon be made. She is, however, of opinion, that gentlemen 
will soon find proper means of having their children educated 
here, without being obliged to send them to Eurepe. 

‘Though this account is but short and imperfect, yet I am con- 
fident it will be highly pleasing to the Society. The plan has 
often been made, but never put into execution till now. Every 
one, who takes a delight in the welfare of his fellow-creatures, 
will praise God for the humane disposition he has put into the 
heart of Lady Campbell. This is a most comfortable sign, and 
an evidence that God still intends to dwell among us. When 
the orphans are collected, and things are put into some order, I 
hope, as her Ladyship has invited me to be an eye-witness, I 
shall then be able to transmit to youa fuller account of this 
matter. : 

“‘ As to the Provincial schools, which were te be erected ac- 
cording to Mr. Sullivan’s plan, in the principal places of the pro- 
vinces, I heartily wish they may be established. One such school 
is kept in Ramanadaburam, and is carried on with tolerable suc- 
cess: but as to the establishment of others, the external circum- 
stances of the district de not seem favourable. The petty lords 
of districts feel too much oppression, which, it is to be hoped, 
will be removed, and then those institutions will be admitted 
without impediment. ‘They would facilitate the connexion be- 
tween the Kuropeans and natives, and would open a door to the 
Missionaries, who visited them, to converse freely with the prin- 
cipal people of the country ; by which means, divine knowledge 
might be conveyed to the natives in the easiest manner. It would 
not be expedient to appoint the Missionaries teachers in such 
schools, for by that regulation they would be too much hindered 
in their proper office of conversing with and instructing the na- 
tives, and of training up young people for these schools ; and 
the same plan is here pursued, where ten European children and 
four natives learn English.” 

_ It having been sometimes objected, that few of the heathen, 
except those of the lower castes, were ever converted to the 
Christian faith, Mr. Swartz writes from Tritchinapoly :— 
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‘“‘ Both at Tranquebar and here, are nearly an equal number 
of the higher and the lower. Here, the men and women of the 
higher caste sit on one side, and on the other those of the lower. 
Thave carefully avoided all coercive measures, and thus have met 
with fewer difficulties. Even at the administration of the sacra- 
ment, sometimes one or other of the lower caste has first ap- 
proached to receive, and it has not been taken much notice of. 
If you were to visit our church on a Sunday, you would with 
surprise observe the clean appearance of those of the lower caste, 
so that one might often take them for the higher. One particular 
which renders those of the lower caste so contemptible, is their 
feeding upon dead cattle. I have always expressed the utmost 
abhorrence of such a custom, and declared that I would suffer 
no such practice ; and, accordingly, I hardly know any instance 
thereof here. The country priests and catechists are of the 
higher. caste. The Catechist Gabriel, indeed, is of the lower ; 
but he speaks freely to people of the higher, as he takes care to 
keep himself very clean in his dress; but in the country, such 
conversation is not so easy. A month ago, when | wasat Tim- 
palating, in the house of a heathen of the higher caste, the 
Parriar-Catechist came to me. I called to him, ‘ Stop, I will 
come to you; the Suttirer,’ (that is the people of the higher 
caste,) ‘have not yet learned to be humble; they are proud 
sinners yet: we must bear withthem! This they were not willing 
to admit of, and accordingly shewed great kindness to the Cate- 
chist. In another place in the house of a heathen, many people 
assembled, whom I catechised and prayed with, and we even had 
divine service there on Sunday. ‘The owner of the house sat 
near, and paid attention. We preach to high and low, ‘ Christ 
Jesus, made of God unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification and redemption,’ 1 Cor. i. 30. 


“My Dear Frienps, Tanjore, July, 1788. 


“< T am just come home from taking my farewell of Mrs. 
- In human probability, I have seen her for the last time 
in this world. . She has had her share of sorrow. May we meet 
in a blessed eternity, where sin and sorrow cannot afflict us any 
more! As there is sin in this world, there is, of course, and 
must be sorrow: nor have we any reason to complain, since sor- 
row, if well managed, will produce excellent effects. Few men, 
unacquainted with grief, have come to a lively knowledge of 
themselves and their corruptions ; and if so, how could they in 
earnest apply to Jesus Christ the Redeemer, hungering and 
thirsting after his righteousness ? How could they fervently pray 
for pardon, or for the grace of the Holy Spirit? In short, I be- 
lieve every real Christian will confess with David, ‘ Before I was 
afflicted, | wentastray; butnow have Il kept thy word.’ Ifthen 
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sorrow and affliction are our medicines, let us take from the hand 
of the Lord the cup of salvation, and call upon his name to make 
it effectual to our good. On these, and such like meditations, 
you, jointly with Mrs. , will dwell, and comfort yourselves 
with the prospects of a better world. They are frequently my 
thoughts, particularly as I am so near my end. J am not sick ; 
I go through the course of my duties ; but, when alone, | groan 
a little, but I hope without murmuring. The 17th of this month 
I finish my 38th year of pilgrimage in this country, as I arrived 
July 17, 1750.” 
* * 
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‘¢ The heathens observing, (says Mr. Swartz, in 1793,) that 
many of their relations wished to embrace Christianity and that 
such as were baptized refused to join in their plundering expedi- 
tions, assembled and formed an encampment, threatening to extir- 
pate Christianity. Now all looked dismal. Many of the Chris- 
tians were encouraged by their relations, who were heathens, to 
form an opposite camp. But I exhorted the Christians to make 
use of other weapons, viz. prayer, humility, and patience ; tell- 
ing them in strong terms, that if they became aggressors, I 
should disown them. This disturbance lasted four months, and 
became very serious, as the malcontents neglected the cultiva- 
tion of their own fields, and deterred others from doing it. J 
wrote to these ae. a people, (for they had mischievous 
guides,) sent Catechists to them, exhorted them not to commit 
such horrid sins, and reminded them that my former endeavours, 
so beneficial to them, had not merited such treatment. , At last, 
finding no opposition from the Christians, and not being willing 
to be looked upon as the aggressors, all went to their homes and 
work, ploughing and sowing with double diligence. My heart 
rejoiced at the kind over-ruling Providence. Surely he is a God 
that heareth prayer.” 

In the year 1793, when the bill was depending for the last 
renewal of the Company’s Charter, certain clauses were proposed 
in favour of Free Schools and Christian Missionaries. In the 
Courier of Friday, May 24th of that year the following para- 
graph was inserted : 

“Mr. Montgomery Campbell gave his decided vote against 
the clause, and reprobated the idea of converting the Gentoos. 
It is true, Missionaries have made proselytes of the Parriars, 
but they were the lowest order of people, and had even degraded 
the religion they professed to embrace. Mr. Swartz, whose 
character was held so deservedly high, could not have any reason 
to boast of the purity of his followers: they were proverbial for 
their profligacy. .An instance occurred to his recollection, per- 
fectly in point : He had been preaching for many hours to this 
cast of proselytes, on the heinousness of theft, and, in the heat 
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of his discourse, had taken off his stock, when that and his gokd 
buckle were stolen by one of his virtuous and enlightened con- 
gregation. In such a description of natives did the doctrine of 
the Missionaries operate: men of high cast would spurn at the 
idea of changing the religion of their ancestors.” 

(To be continued. ) 


—=- 


Scripture Ulustrated. 


CHRIST IS GOD. 


Numerows are the evidences which the Holy Scriptures af- 
ford of the divinity of Him who is the gracious Author, the 


beloved object, and Almighty Finisher of the Christian’s faith. 


It has been repeatedly shewn that such names are there given to 
Christ, as it were blasphemy to apply to any being who is not 
God,—that works are said to have been wrought by him, which 
no power but that of the Almighty could perform,—that attri- 
butes are ascribed to Jesus, which an infinite God is alone capa- 
ble of possessing,—and that worship is paid to him, such as can- 
not be given, without the grossest idolatry, to any but Him who 
inhabiteth eternity. By arguments drawn from these and other 
sources, the important truth that ‘ Christ is God,’ has been estab- 
Jished beyond reasonable doubt. It is perhaps owing to the ful- 
ness of this evidence, that some additional proofs which have 
been brought forward in our day are little regarded ; but in this 
neglect, do we act with prudence? Is that a wise commander 
who looks with indifference on one soldier, because he has ten 
thousand others ? 

The additional proofs alluded to, have been furnished by Mr. 
Granville Sharp, who, not confining his exertions to the loosing 
of the iron fetters of African Slavery, has taken no small pains 
to break the bands of Jewish and Socinian infidelity, and to con- 
firm the divine character of him, whose errand was to proclaim 
liberty to the captive. This venerable man has demonstrated, 
that (in Eph. v. 5; Titus ii. 13; and 2 Pet. i. 1) the Person call- 


ed Gop is Jesus Christ; for he has observed it to be an invaria- 


ble rule in the Greek language that when kai (xa.) connects two 
or more attributive nouns, i. e. nouns significative of character, 
relation, or dignity in the singular number, and the article ho (é) 
in any of its cases, is inserted before the first only of such nouns 
then they are all of them assured of the same person or thing.* 


« Vide Doctrines of the Greek Article by Dr. Middleton, p. 80, note. 
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This rule, when examined in its application to such instances 
of the form of expression to which it relates, as occur in the New- 
Testament, is found to be uniformly correct :—the principle of the 
rule has been elucidated by Dr. Middleton ;* and his search into 
the works of profane authors has fully confirmed its truth. These 
authorities are abundantly sufficient to justify us in translating 
the passages which have been mentioned, in the following man- 
ner ;—Eph. v. 5. ‘For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor 
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of him (whois) Christ andGod. Ti- 
tus ii. 13. ‘ Looking for that blessed hope and glorious appear- 
ing of him, (who is) our great God and Saviour (even) Jesus Christ.’ 
2 Pet. i. 1. ‘To-them that have obtained like precious faith 
with us, through the righteousness of him (whois) our God and 
Saviour (even) Jesus Chrsst. 

That this interpretation may be established beyond the pos- 
sibility of mistake, it will be proper to consult the writings of the 
ancient Greek Christians ; for although they differed from each 
other, and from the New-Testament, in some of. the doctrines 
which ber professed, yet, if the rule given by Mr. Sharp is cor- 
rect, it will of course follow, that they were unanimous in the tes- 
timony ; that the form of expression, to which the rule applies, is 
used only where a single person or thing is the object of des- 
cription; because the rule merely informs us what was the in- 
variable usage of their native tongue. 

The task of examining these writings, Mr. Wordsworth, has 
performed. The result will be best learned by extracting the 
substance of a few passages occurring in his ‘ Letters to Mr. 
Sharp.’ 

We have the consolation to find that n0 other interpretation than 
yours (Mr. Sharp’s) was ever heard in all the ‘ Greek churches, 
p- 26. lam persuaded that I have observed more than a thousand 
instances of the form ho Christis kai Theos, Eph. v. 5; (i. e. him 
(who is) Christ and God ;) some hundreds of instances of ho megas 
Theos kai soter, Titus ii. 13; (i. e. him (who is) our great God 
and Saviour ;) and not fewer than several thousands of the form 
ho Theos kai soter, 2 Peter i. 1; i. e. him (who is God and Sa- 
viour;) while not even in a single case where the sense could be 
determined, have I seen any of them used when the writer is 
speaking of more than one person.’ ‘The testimony of many of 
these writers is so decisive, that it could not have been more ex- 
plicit had it been forged for the purpose of establishing the truth 
of Mr. Sharp’s rule. Thus, Theodoret, citing Titus il. 13, says 
‘He,’ the Apostle, ‘hath called the same person the Saviour, 
and the great God, and Jesus Christ. 


* Doctrines of the Greek Article, p. 79. 
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Christ then is God. Important doctrine! because, if there 
were no more grace for the convinced sinner that can be treasured 
up in mere man, he might rejoice to have his portion under 
rocks and mountains.* To tell such a one that Jesus is noé 
God, is to tell him that there is no blood of sufficient value to 
atone for his sins: that no righteousness can be found to justify 
his soul: it is to bind him in everlasting chains of darkness till 
the judgment-day, and to make him anticipate the bitter pains 
of eternal death. : 

Christ is God. Blessed truth! then all which he hath done 
and suffered, is of infinite value : a basis more immoveable than 
that which supports the lofty mountain, presents itself as the 
foundation of the Christians hope. 


‘ Here is firm footing —here is solid Rock.’ 


The fountain which is opened, and pours forth streams of mercy, 
is exhaustless as the nature of the most High. 


——I3 K§oOo 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


a ._ 


ee 


ON SPRING. 
Thou renewest the face of the earth, Psalm ciy. 30. 
3 


In this Psalm David celebrates in lofty strains, the perfections 
of God, as displayed in the surrounding works of nature.—- 
Amongst the beautiful passages with which this piece of devo- 
tional composition abounds, must be reckoned the expressive ex- 
clamation, ‘ ‘Thou renewest the face of the earth.’’? This point- 
ed address to the Almighty, has been much admireel by sacred 
critics ; and Milton is supposed to have taken from this psalma 
very sublime address, which he hath put into the mouth of our 
first parent. Ofthe Psalmist’s exclamation, ‘“‘ Thou renewest 
the face of the earth,’ we are powerfully reminded at this pleas- 
ing season of the year. It intimates that we should notice this 
renewal of the earth, and it teaches us to ascribe it to the influ- 
ence andenergy of God. ‘There are persons however, who pay 
but little attention to the ‘* wondrous works of God.” Day after 
day, night after night, season after season, and year after year, 
roll over their heads, and leave on their hearts but very slender 
impressions. It must indeed be confessed, that the objects of na- 
ture becoming familiar to us, lose, in our estimation, much of 


*Qwen on Divine Communion. 
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their beauty, and are consequently the less capable of raising in 
eur minds vivid emotions. ‘The eye is insensibly accustomed to 
the glaring light of day, and is also habituated to the sable dark- 
ness, in which night wraps up the objects of creation. The bril- 
liancy of the sun, the paler lustre of the moon, the stability of 
the earth, and other phenomena equally striking, are not no- 
ticed as they deserve. The creation of the world was a mar- 
vellous display of divine power. But of this we are not such com- 
petent judges, as we are of the renewal of “ the face of the 
earth.” The creation of the world we never saw. Wever did 
our eyes behold the chaotic mass, in which, for some time after 
its being created, the elements lay confused together ; and out 
of which arose this fair, this beautiful system of nature. Whereas, 
on the contrary, the renewing of the face of the carth annually 
occurs, and is annually witnessed by the children of men. We 
see, feel, and lament the rude defacing hand of winter, 


‘¢ Who, with his cheerless breath, shakes off the leafy honours 
of the grove.” 


But do we not also, on the return of spring, see, feel, and rejoice 
in the renovation of all things? Yea, we cannot but exult to see 
creation revivified throughout her wide domains. All such scenes 
should be noticed, remembered and improved. ‘They are wor- 
thy of our admiration, our gratitude, and praise. This im- 
portant revolution in nature, the royal penman ascribes to the 
influence and energy of God; ‘* Thou renewest the face of the 
earth.” That there is a God, is a primary truth acknowledged 
by the wise and good in all ages, and nations of the world. To 
this supreme Being the creation of all things is attributed, and, 
exon a doubt, the yearly restoration of universal nature springs 
from the same benevolent source. 1 will hear, saith the Lord, 
(by the prophet Hosea;) ‘I will hear the heavens, and they 
shall hear the earth, and the earth shall hear the corn, and the 
wine, and the oil, and they shall hear Jezreel.””, What a beauti- 
ful transition, froin one object to another, beginning with the 
operation of God, and ending with the use 1 service of man, 
But why has the Lord Jehovah thus appointed the renewal of the 
face of the earth? I. To remind us that he is its Creator and Pre- 
server. We are prone to forget the all-pervading presence of the 
Deity. The sons of men do not sufficiently advert to the influ- 
ence of God. This renovation of nature should raise forcible 
emotions on the mind, and cause suitable expressions to drop 
from the tongue; suchas, “ These are thy aa works, Pa- 
rent of good! O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom 
hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches.”? Let 


it _ Pes omeHere that even the opening of the yernal blossom 
ou. J], 18 : 
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is an act of omnipotent power. II. God, by annually renewing 
the face of the earth, imparts to mana greater portion of pleasure 
‘and happiness. It remains with him to determine the degree of 
felicity to be enjoyed. The crawling insect is happy in its sphere. 
The tender bird, with its elegant plumage and warbling notes, 
rejoices in its existence. ‘The strong quadruped, with its firm 
and hardy limbs, triumphs in the might of its strength: yea, 
from the almost invisible mite, up to the enormous elephant; 
from the shrimp, up to the whale; each class, or tribe, has a 
portion of ‘pleasure, and that assigned by the greatest and best of 
beings. If*this is the case with the minor links in the chain of 
existence, what shall we say with relation to man, the favourite 
of heaven’s immortal King? Man stands at the-summit of this 
lower world; he possesses exalted faculties, and to him are 
opened innumerable sources of enjoyment. Amongst the rest is 
the renewal of the face of the earth. It pleases with its novelty, 
and its rich variety administers to our gratification. The return 
of spring forms an animated contrast to the ravages of winter. 
How very interesting is the following sight : 


‘¢ Already now the snow-drop dares appear, 
The first pale blossom of th’? unripen’d year ; 
It’s name and hue the scentless plant retains, 
And winter lingers in its icy veins.” 


Thus God, by renewing the face of the earth, intended to give 
the children of men a larger portion of pleasure and happiness. 
How elegantly picturesque are the following passages; “He 
sendeth the springs into the vallies, he watereth the hills from 
his chambers ; he causeth grass to grow for the cattle, and green 
herb for the service of man. fic maketh the earth soft with 
showers, he blesseth the springing thereof. He-crowneth the 
year with his goodness, and his paths drop fatness. ‘They drop 
upon the pastures of the wilderness, and the little hills rejoice 
enevery side. The desert rejoices, and buds and blossoms like 
the rose ;”? and all this variegated scenery is exhibited for the 
augmentation of the happiness of man. But, 
III]. The renewing of the face of the earth, is a very fine 
emblem of the resurrection of our bodies from the dust of the 
rave. This grand doctrine is clearly revealed in the gospel of 
i Christ, but in the renewal of the face of the earth, we have 
a striking analogy. ‘The great and glorious Being, who renews 
inanimate nature, can, and will in due time, restore the human 
frame, and invest it with its primeval honours. This doctrine 
cheers our hearts, confirms our faith, and directs our view to that 
auspicious morn, when this mortal, which is hastening to the 
tomb, shall * put on immortality ; and this corruptible,”? which 
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is verging to decay, shall “ put on incorruption.” The pious 
christian, and the enraptured saint, are not exempt from the 
dominion of the grave; and ‘their ashes must mingle with their 
kindred dust. But Jesus is “ the resurrection and the life.” 
With thankfulness we should receive tlie interesting intelligence, 
and hail the joyful period; when de shall spring out of 
ashes, and renewed life out of the dust.. Jesus hath conquered 
sin, death, hell, and the grave ; therefore, child of immortality, 
mourn no longer. : 

See, see by the eye of faith, the triumphant conqueror! 
From his girdle are suspended the massy keys of “death and 
hell.?? By passing through the grave himself, he hath made it a 
passage to the realms of light. It is he that will burst your 
bonds asunder, and emancipate your. imprisoned clay from 
death’s dominion, With delight, behold the descending Savi- 
our, a luminous cloud his chariot, his harbinger a sounding trum- 
pet, announcing to the earth, the sea, and every recess, where hu- 
man atoms lie, that their deliverer claims his own. Yes, 


The ashes now in golden urns, 
When Jesus for his saints appears, 
Delivered up shall be ; 
Each scatter’d atom shall unite, 
And, O! how dazzling is the sight, 
What perfect symmetry ! } 


The Grace of God Manifested. : 


eee eee 


MEMOIR OF MRS. PENELOPE GOULDING COKE, BY HER HUSBAND, 
REV. THOMAS COKE, LL. D. 


(Concluded from page 11@.) 


To unravel these mysterious dispensations of divine Provi- 
dence is not the work of time, but of eternity. Ina our present 
state we see effects without perceiving their causes, and this, 
sometimes, involves these branches of the divine economy in the 
most impenetrable obscurity. We know, indeed from his nature 
and unbounded perfections, that he is judge of the whole earth, 
and as such he must doright. We know also, from the attributes 
which form his character, that towards those who are the objects 
of his love, mercy is exercised in all his ways. But, as in many 
instances his goodness and mercy are concealed, we must live 
by faith and not by sight, unless we give up our confidence in 
his. favour and redeeming love. And in an exact proportion as 
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these obscurities become impenetrable, the evidence which arises 
from them in favour of a future state, acquires strength. As 
God does not willingly afflict the children ofmen, we know that 
he must look with an eye of wisdom that embraces the most sal- 
utary ends, and must act with a steady hand tothe accomplish- 
ment of his purposes. On these grounds we must attend, with 

ious adoration, to his visible unveiled providences, and wait 
for the light of eternity to disclose the rest. It is not long be- 
fore the curtain of mortality will drop with me, when, through 
the merits of my crucified Saviour, I hope to see him eye to eye, 
and face to face, and to know even as | amknown. Then the 
causes of these apparent calamities will fully appear, and we 
shall (both of us) have reason to adore the goodness of God for 
the painful occasion of our present separation. And perhaps, 
however incomprehensible this event may now appear, it will 
tend to heighten the felicities of heaven, and add to the crown 
of our rejoicing through eternity. 

During the six years, or nearly so, that I was blessed with 
the pious example and conversation of my deceased partner, I 
do not recollect a single instance in which I heard her speak 
evil of any one. Nor does my memory furnish me with any 
proof, that she ever expressed any approbation of such as 
brought her any tidings of ill fame. She professed to hold com- 
munion with her God, and never manifested any tempers or 
dispositions which contradicted her profession. Her passions 
appeared, so far as mortals who are incapable of penetrating 
the heart, can judge, to be completely in subjection to divine 

race. These, with all her affections, were lifted up to God, 
and breathed their ardour in the triumphs of holy love.— 
Through the whole of my acquaintance with her, she seemed 
ripening for glory : and ] can hardly imagine that any one could 
be better prepared for sudden death; as I rarely, if ever, have 
observed a temper in her which I should be afraid to acknowl- 
edge in the awful hour of death. She was eminently rich in good 
works, but more superlatively so in the merits of her Redeemer. 
through which alone, she trusted to inherit the felicities of heav- 
.en for ever. Her only desire for life arose from the hope of 
being useful, from an ardent solicitude to assist in promoting the 
interests of her adorable Saviour, anda fervent and constant 
wish that she might be the means of lengthening out my useful- 
ness here below. 

Her chamber during her last illness, did not so much resemble 
that of a dying person, as an anti-chamber of heaven. For tho’ 
at times, when her convulsive spasms were violent, her suffer- 
ings were great, she was never heard to murrour against the 
dispensations of God. She had learned that tribulation work- 
eth patience, and patience experience, and experience hgpe ; 
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and knew that these light afflictions which were but for a mo- 
ment, should work out for hera far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory! She had passed through the furnace of affli¢- 
tions, had been refined by the instrumentality of her sufferings, 
and on her dying-bed taught those who surrounded her by the 
powerful influence of her own example. When a violent fit 
of pain had somewhat subsided, and afforded her a moment’s 
respite, and her friends, who were standing by her bed, have 
sympathized in her pangs, her usual reply was, “ What is this 
to what Jesus suffered for me!”? In describing her pains, and 
pointing out the parts of her body which were more particularly 
affected, she generally concluded with oe ‘Glory to 
God,”’ or, “ Praise to her heavenly Lord,” that her condition 
was not more exquisitely painful. ‘These, or similar exprese 
sions, which evinced a greatful heart, were accompanied with a 
sweet vivacity of countenance, which bore testimony in the 
midst of her afflictions to the peculiar serenity of her mind. 

I am well aware that the facts which I have stated, in drawing 
this picture of my beloved wife, may appear in the eyes of some, 
to proceed from affection, rather than impartiality. But to 
prevent them from appearing questionable, because exhibited 
in strong language, I beg leave to introduce a few observations, 
made by the pious friend in whose family we resided for seve- 
ral weeks, and in whose house she died. These observations 
apply chiefly to her last illness and death; and they are inserted 
in his own language, to prevent any from suspecting me ofa 
partial delineation. 

“To the lukewarm hearer the following account of the charac- 
ter of that dear departed saint, may appear in exaggerated co- 
fours; but so far from being exaggerated, it comes not up to 
the truth. 1 speak it soberly and: in the fear of the Lord, that 
it would require more than human language to do her character 
justice. May those who are disposed to object, happily expe- 
rience in their own souls the same share of the Divine presence 
that she enjoyed, and then they will no longer doubt the ac- 
count. As her sickness increased, I was frequently favoured 
with opportuniues of seeing her, and praying by her. ‘To 
avoid prolixity, I shall therefore divide my observations, and 

lace them under three distinct heads; namely, her Piety, and 
fice Humility, and Thankfulness. 

“Furst her Piety. ‘This was of the purest and highest kind 
J ever witnessed. When I laid hold of her hand, and asked her 
how she did, her answer uniformly was, ‘ Blessed be God, my 
_beloved brother, Iam a sinner saved—a sinner saved! If f{ 
ventured to express hopes of her recovery, her usual reply was, 
‘My Lord Jesus Christ, you know, must do as he pleases.’ After 
we had prayed with her, her whele soul appeared as if ready te 
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take its flight ; and the joy of the Lord so illuminated her coun- 
tenance, that those who beheld her could scarcely refrain from 
exclaiming, ‘ See how God can dwell in the human heart ; surel 
here is a partaker of the divine nature.’ After a pause in crea | 
her face spdéke a volume of sentiment, she was accustomed to 
show me some precious passage in her Bible, (which she always 
kept by her side,) which her dear Lord had given her to enjoy. 
The evening before her departure, the forty-sixth Psalm was 
very cheering to her spirits. ‘ Look,’ said she, ‘and see what 
my Lord Jesus has sent me to night; here is a cordial; } am 
assured I can go to rest upon it.?_ And it did indeed prove the 
support and joy ofher soul; for although she uttered not a word 
after the first groan, a more lovely countenance of peace in death 
J never beheld. 

“Secondly, her Benevolence. Her benevolence and mercy 
were equal to her piety. If any strangers approached her, her 
first question was concerning their souls. Many were favour- 
ed with this privilege, and retired thankful and admiring. She 
had always a multitude of tracts, which she never omitted to 
present on the departure of any one. And if it be recollected 
irom what a heart of love, and with what fervent prayers they 
were accompanied, who for a moment, can doubt of the blessing 
of God upon them ? 

‘‘ The servants, who were honoured by attending upon her, 
were the objects of her peculiar solicitude ; and while they were 
employed in assisting her, (so they have told me) she Was urging 
upon them the most momentous truths, exhorting them to cleave 
to the Lord with full purpose of heart ; and I have every reason 
to believe that he effectually applied the word to their hearts. 
But her mercy did not stop here. From morning until evening 
she was thinking how she could glorify Ged by acts of liberality. 
If but a whisper was heard, suspecting it was concerning some 
poor person in distress, with an indescribable eagerness to do 
good, and with fire darting from her eyes, she has insisted upon 
knowing every circumstance. J have witnessed this repeatedly. 
Oh! how differently did she look from some covetous professors, 
who, like the Levite, are for avoiding, instead of searching out 
the distressed, and whose faces lengthen with sorrow at the 
recital of distress, not on account ai sympathy, but from what 
made one of old exclaim, ‘ Ye have taken away my geds, and 
what have I more?’ O that such could have witnessed the divine 
commiseration, the unaffected benevolence and mercy which 
shone in her countenance, and the blessed peace of soul which 
always succeeded every act of kindness ; and if not past feeling, 
they would have retired dissatisfied with themselves, and dis- 
gusted with their own conduct, 
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ss Thirdly, her Humility and Thankfulness. These virtues 
of the departed saint kept pace with her piety andmercy. These 
christian graces were peculiarly exemplified in all her actions ; 
for she always felt herself the servant of all. Those who wait- 
ed upon her, were constantly affected at her condescension ; for 
although she liberally rewarded them for their services, she al- 
ways appeared to be theirdebtor. The expressions of thank- 
fulness penetrated every heart. I cannot do them justice.— 
Such was the effect upon her own features, that no one but a 
spectator could have an adequate idea of it. Ifa Guidoor a 
Raphael had been alive to have taken her portrait, a finished 
picture of a Christian would have been furnished, wherein piety, 
mercy, humility, and gratitude, would have been displayed in 
all their excellencies. 

‘¢ Although our acquaintance was but short, I never felt -more 
christian love for any individual. A lasting friendship was 
formed. Her company appeared necessary to our happinegs. 
All our family had nearly-the same feeling, so that the separa- 
tion was indeed severe. I biess God that my tears gave vent 
to my sorrow, and that he favoured me with a calm resignation 
to his righteous will. Her memory, dear to thousands, will be 
preserved with grateful and affectionate recollection. Thus 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth. 
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them.”’ 

Such are the outlines of that precious gift, with which it pleas- 
ed the Father of mercy to favour hi$ unworthy servant for nearly 
six years. But all that has been said, is only a faint sketch of 
her exalted character ;—a character in which, love to God, re- 
signation to his divine will, and patience under sufferings, could 
only be rivalled by her unbounded liberality, her unwearied 
solicitude to promote the eternal welfare of her fellow-creatures, 
her gratitude for divine mercies, and unquenchable zeal for the 
spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom. In each of these Mlustrious 
features, her character shone conspicuously ; and, taken in the 
aggregate, they form such a constellation of graces, as never 
meet but in christians of the most exalted rank. A gem so pre- 
cious could not long be expected to ornament the church in its 
militant state. Her heavenly Lord had prepared her for him- 
self; and in much love, took her from a world of trouble and af- 
fliction, to join the church triumphant in glory. 

But her exalted worth, by rendering her a companion the most 
desirable, increased the pangs of separation, when the awful 
crisis took place. The same cause, however, furnishes reasons 


for calm submission to the will of him who does all things well. 


itis but a few years at farthest, perhaps, only a few days, before 
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we shall meet again in a region where the inhabitants shall no 
more say they are sick. This ce thought imparts more 
than a beam of light in the midst of darkness, and offers to me 
a new stimulus to follow her as she followed Christ. Her de- 
parture from time, has cut off every personal tie that could glue 
me to the world, and removed every clog that can retard my 
flight to glory. The interests of the cause of Christ afiord the 
only motive that can make me solicitous to tarry here below, 
and in this, not my will, but the will of God be done. The af- 
fliction, no doubt, was sent in much mercy, and I am persuaded 
it will ultimately appear in that light. It has already removed 
the soul of the departed to glory, who now beckons to its 

artner, from the skies, and teaches him by a lesson not to be 
forgotten, that his treasure, as well as his resting place, lies be- 

ondthe grave. Thus our aflections by one stroke are unchain- 
ed from the world, and both of us are already furnished with 
the prospect of an occasion, that will add to the crown of our 


rejoicing throughout eternity. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Bear BretHREN, 

Amone the many evidences of the truth and power of 
our holy religion, it is by no means the least, that it enables its 
votaries to triumph over the power of death, and joyfully pro- 
claim the victory in the moments of nature’s last and greatest 
extremities. The infidel has sometimes been known to die ina 
state of supine insensibility. The philosopher has, submitted 
quietly to what he knew to be inevitable. The hero, in the 
midst of military ardour and enthusiasm, has met hés fate un- 
daunted in the field of battle. But it is the Christian only who 
can die jéyfully, and proclaim the victory with his latest breath. 
He is more than conqueror through him who hath loved him. 
He falls; but he falls triumphant, and dies victorious. 

To exemplify the above remarks, and to preserve from ob- 
livion one of the many remarkable instances of the goodness of 
God, and the efficacy of true religion in the hour of death; I 
send you the following narrative, the particulars of which, 
though not very recent, were written soon after they occured, 
and are still fresh in the recollection of many living witnesses. 
If you think it worthy of a place in your useful, and widely cir- 
culating Magazine, it is hoped it may be made a blessing to 


many, and will, at least, gratify some ot 


tbe readers, and among 
them your unworthy, but sincere friend and Brother, 


New-Rochelle, Feb. 12th, 1819. D. OstRanpER. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF JAMES HORTON. 


James Horton, the subject of the following memoir, was the 
son of Azariah and Elizabeth Horton, of the town of White- 
Plains, in the county of West-Chester, and State of New-York. 
They are persons well known by many as old and respectable 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their son, of 
course, enjoyed the unspeakable advantage of a religious edu- 
cation; an advantage of which too many are destitute. But, 
like most of the dear youth of our country, he found too many 
glittering snares in the world to decoy his youthful mind, and 
tempt his unwary feet from the paths of peace. Deceived by 
the fascinating charms of the things that are seen, he did not 
bestow on the things that are not seen, so much attention as 
their infinite importance demands. Though. not remarkably 
vicious, he remained long indifferent, respecting his best inter- 
est. 

It was not till about ten months previous to his dissolution, 
that his mind became seriously impressed. with a sense of the 
importance of religion. About this time he was often seen to 
weep for his sins; particularly, one morning in family prayer 
his mother observed him much affected and ‘bathed in tears. — 
Thus it became evident that he was convinced of his lost state 
by sin, and of the necessity of pardoning and renewing grace. 
This encouraged his pious friends to carry his case incessantly 
io the throne of grace. 3 | 

Soon after he was discovered to be under awakening, it pleas- 
ed the Lord, in his wisdom and mercy to afflict him with a se- 
vere illness. Being seized with a pleurisy, he endured much 
pain, and was brought very low. This proved a means of in- 
creasing his concern, and stirring him up to a greater engaged- 
ness for the salyation of his ‘soul. So that in the midst of rack- 
ing pains and scorching fever he ceased not to cry incessantly 
unto the Lord to set his captive soul at liberty from the thral- 
dom of sin. His bodily distress was great, but the distress of 
his soul was much greater. {nso much that he almost forgot the 
pains his flesh endured, on account of the more intolerable bur- 
den which.weighed down his wretched mind. So did his travail 
of soul increase that for four days and nights he scarcely gave 
sleep to his eyes or slumber to his eye-lids; but continued day 
and night agonizing with God in prayer for the deliverance of 
his soul. He was often heard to express himself in such lan- 
guage as this, ‘‘ Lord, have mercy on my soul! Lord take away 
my heart of stone, and give me a heart of flesh.” 

About this time his mother coming into the room, and going 
to his bedside unperceived, heard him say, “ Lord give me faith 
io oe on thy dear Son. O! blessed faith; Lord give me 

OL. Il. 19 
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faith; faith is what | want.”? And at another time, coming in 
in like manner, she heard him say with great earnestness, “‘O! 
Lord, give me peace of mind! Peace of mind is what] want. 
O Jesus come near: Let me but touch the hem of thy garment, 
and I shall be made whole.”’ 

That heart must be unfeeling indeed that is not moved by 
scenes like this. Who can behold a fellow creature, not only 
worn down with pain and affliction of body, but also groanin 
under the weight of sin, and all the horrors of an sacdacaal 
conscience, without sympathizing with, and praying for the suf- 
ferer ? Who can withhold the sympathetic tear, when they see 
an aged father and mother, watching, with parental! solicitude, 
over the body of an affectionate and languishing son, torn with 
disease, and weeping for his sins ? 

Again his mother, coming into the room, and hearing him 
breathing out sighs, and groaning deeply, as if in great distress, 
stepped to the bed-side, and found him weeping. She asked 
him if he felt worse. He replied, ‘‘ No, mother, I feel no dis- 
tress of body ; but O! the distress of my mind! O mother, (said 
he) pray forme.’? At which she immediately fell on her knees, 
and addressed the throne of grace on his behalf. But yet it 

leased the Lord, in his infinite wisdom, to delay his coming, 
and withhold from him the light of his reconciled countenance 
a little longer. He did not, however, distrust the Lord, nor 
despair of his mercy; but continued to struggle and wrestle. for 
the blessing of peace and pardon. 

Awhile after, his mother coming into the room again, he im- 
mediately requested her to pray with him, with which request 
she willingly complied, pleading the promises of God in his 
word, in behalf of her aiflicted son ; earnestly beseeching the 
Father, for Jesus’ sake, to speak peace to his troubled soul.— 
After praying, she exhorted him to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; assuring him that if he could believe, he would find 
mercy. Hereplied, ‘“* Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” 
After this he lay a little more composed, and asked his mother 
toread tohim. She readily complied, and read the twelfth 
chapter to the Hebrews. While meditating on what he had 
heard, his distress and anguish of soul seemed to be greatly in- 
creased. 

It being now the fifth day of his illness, and seeing no altera- 
tion for the better, either in his body or mind, his father thought 
proper to call in the preacher, who was then travelling on the 
circuit, James Coleman, to pray with and advise him. He 
came and conversed with him, and finding him very weak, 
thought it not expedient to sing, but read the hymn adapted to 
the visitation of the sick, which commences with these words, 
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‘% See, gracious Lord, with pitying eyes, 
Beneath thy hand a sufferer lies.” 


After reading the hymn through, he prayed with him. After 
this the dear young man lay composed in mind, and seemed ab- 
sorbed in meditation and prayer, till it pleased the Father of 
mercy, in the course of that night, to speak peace to his soul, 
and reveal Christ the hope of glory within him. Light from 
heaven shone into his mind: his darkness was turned into day ; 
his mourning into joy. His mother being, at this time, at his 
bed-side, and perceiving an alteration, asked him if he felt 
worse ? “ QO no, mother, (he replied, with a countenance beam- 
ing with joy,) | am happy—I am happy in Jesus. O, mother, 
help me to praise him!”? This was an interesting scene. His 

ious mother caught the sacred flame, and they both praised 
God aloud for his abundant goodness im setting his soul at lib- 
erty. 

He was thought at this time to be near his end, as he was very 
weak, and took but little nourishment. His fever, cough, and 
pain, seemed to increase until the ninth day of his illness, when 
his disorder came to a crisis, took a favourable turn, and through 
the tender mercy of the Lord he began to recover. From the 
hour of his gracious deliverance, he bore his sufferings with 
great resignation to the will of God. 

It is a melancholy truth that sick bed repentance and con- 
version are often short-lived, and soon forgotten, even as soon 
as health and strength are restored. The frequent recurrence 
of such cases has made many people hesitate, and with reason, 
to place much confidence in them. Indeed they are seldom to 
be depended upon. The case of James Horton, however, proved 
to be genuine. For after he was restored to health again, by the 
mercy of a gracious God, he did not, like many, forget his vows 
and break all his promises, but strove to keep a conscience void 
of offence towards God and men. Towards God, by attending 
diligently to all the duties incumbent on him as a christian. 
Reading the word of God, and attending on the public means of 
grace, watching and praying that he might not enter into temp- 
tation. ‘Towards men, by striving to live in peace ; by dealing 
honestly, and letting his light shine before men, that they might 
see his good works, and glorify his heavenly Father. 

He was not, however, exempt from the common lot of the 
children of God. It was not long before he was assaulted by the 
enemy of souls, and found within him the remains of a nature 
too apt to yield to the suggestions of the foe. He fell into un- 
‘profitable reasoning, and from that into doubts and fears con- 
cerning the state of his soul. Satan strove hard to rob him of 
his confidence, and disturb his peace. By this means he was 
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brought into heaviness, and groaned, being burdened.  {n this 
state of mind he continued, ‘without much alteration, until the 
Camp-Meeting at Tuckey-Hoe. At that meeting, after much 
prayer, and wrestling, and struggling, it pleased the Lord to 
appear the second time to the joy and salvation of his soul.— 
Now he could sing with his whole heart, 


“J’m happy, I’m happy, O wond’rous account, 
My joys are immortal ; I stand on the mount.” 


In this happy enjoyment he continued, retaining both the 
blessing, and the witness as long as he lived. 


(To be concluded in the next.) 


$< 3 


aliscellaneous.: 


eee 


Reasons why the effusions of the Holy Spirit are not more experienced by 
Ev: ngelical Minist+rs in their labours; and on the best means to obtain a 
more copious Blessing. [Extracted from the Christian Guardian. ] 


“ Havine lately been in a rather large company, consisting 
chiefly of clergymen belonging to the Bstablished Church ; an 
inquiry was made, ‘ Whether, in proportion to the numbers at 
present employed in preaching the doctrines of the gospel, 
there were in their several congregations, an abundant pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit, to render their labours successful ; and 
if there were not, what reasons could be assigned for it; or, 
what means used to obtain a more copious blessing on our la- 
bours.’ | 

‘Tt was unanimously allowed, that the effusion of the Holy 
Spirit to fender the word of truth successful, was far from 
abundant, compared, not only with the apostolical times, but 
with the wra of the Reformation, and with the more recent in- 
stances recorded in the history of the church; and we were all 
led to say, ‘ we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have 
told unto us the noble work thou didst in their days, and in the 
old time before them.’ 

‘s All true ministers are, ‘fishers of men;’ but the ancient 
preachers, and some even in more modern times, seemed to fish 
prosperously with a cast net ; we, only with an angle, and even 
thus with no very animating success. 

‘s This appears, both by the small number of converts made in 
our several charges; the disproportion in most places between 
the number of the communicants, and that of the congregation at 
large ; and hy the indecisive characters of a considerable pro- 
portion of those who are called professors of the gospel. How 





EFFUSIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, &c. t49 


different from those glorious times, when ‘ great grace was upon 
the whole body of Christians, and when the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved ;? even ‘ multitudes of men 
and women.’ : 

‘« The following reasons, among many others, were assigned 
for the disproportionate success of ministers, in this present 
day ; especially of those in the Established Church ; and these 
hints may, perhaps, excite the attention of others to the sub- 
ject; which may prove of very great and happy consequence. 
For if the reasons be clearly assigned, it will not be so difficult 
to discover the means, which we ought to use, in order to obtain 
a fuller blessing. : 

1. ‘* We may first mention a deficiency in many preachers in 
laying open the holy law of God in its spirituality, extent, ex- 
cellency, and sanction; as ‘the ministry of condemnation and 
death ;? and rather leading their hearers, to judge of their char- 
acter and conduct, by other and far inferior rules than that of 
‘ loving God with all the heart,’ and ‘ all men as themselves ;? 
under penalty of final condemnation ; except as saved by the 
blessed gospel of Christ. ‘ The whole need nota physician.’— 
They who think themselves whole, or but little diseased, so 
that they can heal themselves, will, in their own view, be as if 
really whole. No argument, persuasion, or eloquence, can 
make the loving Saviour, and his humbling holy salvation, pre- 
cious to the unhumbled heart... ‘ By the law is the knowledge 
of sin:’? and’ the Holy Spirit must convince of sin,’ before 
Christ will become glorious in the eyes, and precious to the 
souls of men. 

2. ‘“* The cautious, indirect, and obscure way in which the 
great doctrine of ‘ Christ crucified,’ is brought forward, by many 
who are regarded as preachers of the Gospel, may be considered 
as a reason why no more abundant blessing is vouchsafed.— 
‘The preaching of the cross is the power of God to salvation.’ 
If men preach other doctrines, they may render them success- 
full, if they can, by their own energy: but the Holy Spirit will 
not greatly bless those instructions, of which Christ crucified is 
not the evident and prominent centre, and the main scope. If, 
therefore, salvation by grace; the person, righteousness, and 
atonement of Emmanuel, justification by faith; access to the 
mercy seat, only through the mediation of Christ ; he but spar- 
ingly, and indecisively mentioned; the offence of the cross 
may, indeed, be avoided; but the blessing will be sparingly 
imparted, if imparted at all. 

3. “ The person, office, and work of the Holy Spirit, it is pre- 
sumed, are too indistinctly, aid slightly insisted on by many, 
who, in other respects, preach the gospel: and, if we do not 
honeur the Holy Spirit in our ministrations, he will not greatly 
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honour our labours. Regeneration, conversion, a new creation 
unto holiness, by the power of the loving and gracious Spirit of 
God; and the need, the nature, and the effects of this new crea- 
tion ; in man’s humiliation, repentance, faith in Christ, and 
love to him, to Christians, and to all men; as distinguishing 
true believers from all formalists, must be greatly, frequently 
and earnestly inculcated, and brought to the heart and con- 
science by energetic application; if we would be honoured 
with much success. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit has been 
more ridiculed, reviled, and perverted, than perhaps any other 
part of christianity! and if, either for fear of sharing the re- 
proach, or from any other wrong motive ; or even from inatten- 
tion, we decline, or neglect to bring it forward in its full pro- 
portion and prominency , it may be expected, that the blessing, 
which can be given by his agency alone, will be, in great meas- 
ure, withheld. Many whe are very decided on the doctrine of 
the cross, and justification by faith alone, are not proportiona- 
bly so, in this respect. 

4. “There is often a lamentable deficiency,in many who preach 
the great doctrines of the gospel, in shewing the nature and ef- 
fects of true and living faith; as distinguished from natural faith, 
and in inculcating every part of the christian temper, and conduct, 
ina particular manner, and from evangelical principles ; which 
may be considered as preventing the success of the word. It is 
generally supposed by preachers of the Gospel, that their hear- 
ers understand, without much instruction, what it is to believe ; 
and, taking this for granted, the subject is seldom fully and par- 
ticularly explained. Yet few even of those who regularly hear 
evangelical preaching of the best kind, are capable, if interro- 
agi of giving an intelligent account of the nature of true faith ; 
what it credits, and on what grounds ; and how it may be distin- 
guished from dead faith of every description, by its nature and 
effects. In like manner, with respect to practical subjects, the 
grand outline may be easily known; but it is the ramification of 
every subject, respecting the Christian temper and conduct, and 
descending to particulars, as distinguishing the genuine from the 
counterfeit ; that comes home to men’s bosoms, and makes con- 
science challenge them, and, as it were, say to each person, 
‘Thou art the man!’ The want of this particularity, this ramifi- 
cation, this pursuing the subject, in all its bearings, is at least a 
defect in the use of the means, on which the pouring out of the 
Spirit may be scripturally expected. 

5. “ Obscurity 1s another reason why so little good is done in 
many places. Not so much the obscurity which arises from in- 
competency ; but that which is the effect of fastidiousness, ren- 
dering many averse to speak plain truth, in plain language. Ik 
's not meant, that the language should be coarse, colloquial, or 
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be BB? Let it be according to the simple, unaffected, dig- 
nified style of Scripture. But an affectation, real or apparent, 
of speaking common truths in an uncommon manner, of mod- 
ernizing the scriptural ideas, and substituting more classical 
phrases in the place of the scriptural language, and that of our 
excellent translation; the attempt of delivering the doctrine otf 
the cross in such elegant phrases as to render it inoffensive ; 
shall I say, the attempt even to train up a company of ministers 
to whom ungodly men shall have less objection, than to their 
plain speaking predecessors; has, it may be seriously appre- 
hended, a most lamentable effect in forming inefficient preach- 
ers. A man, well acquainted with religious discussions, will 
spell out the meaning of these elegant lucubrations; but they 
are often nearly as unintelligible to a large proportion of most 
congregations, as so many sentences of Greek or Latin would be. 
I own, that though not a novice in these studies, I have often 
been forced to read some paragraphs in these elegant evangell- 
zers three or four times over, before I could come at the idea 
which they were intended to convey. The apostle says, ‘I had 
rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice 
I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an un- 
known tongue.’ ‘I had rather be fully uuderstood by ten, than 
admired by ten thousand.’ If our words be not understood, it is 
of no consequence in what language they are spoken; and we 
cannot expect that the Holy Spirit will give a blessing on unin- 
telligible language : I mean unintelligible to the many ; though a 
few of superior attainments, or refinement. may admire, them, 
and genteel people who are not very friendly to the Gospel, may 
endure it when thus preached. : 
‘<1 cannot forbear telling the world, that, in my opinion, the 
great work of the pulpit begins to decay. Fineness of expres- 
sions, and elaborate composure, have thrust out the main design 
of appearing there. Preaching must not be to shew wit and 
leasantry ; else the preacher will do no more good than the 
Tatler,* and the one may make converts as soon as the other. 
This fine preaching will never do the work ; for hereby the pu- 
rity and simplicity of divine truth are lost; and, consequently 
the virtue of them. The style of the pulpit ought to be solid, 
substantial, savoury; it ought to be plain and familiar, and even 
homely sometimes. For if evcr there was an age, that needed 
plain dealing, certainly ours does.’t 
6. “ The se venerable John Thornton, Esq. said to the wri- 
ter of these pages, in the last interview which he had with him. 
and as he recollects, they were his parting words; ‘Sir, the 
ministers in London make two grand mistakes: they are more 


. * A periodical publication much admired at that time. 
+ Dr. John Edwards. 
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intent on filling iaeir churches and chapeis, than on doing good 
to their respective congregations: and they aim more at the 
rich than at the poor; whereas, their main success will always 
be among the poor.’ From sucha man, a man of wealth, and of 
long experience and observation, and of uncommon depth of 
piety, these observations, on which I shall make no comment, 
are worthy of our most serious reflection, while we are enqui- 
ring into the reasons of our comparative want of success in our 
ministry. 

7. “A sort of affected or heartless resignation, seems to pre- 
vent the usefulness of many. They satisfy themselves, or they 
attempt to reconcile others, to apparent inefficiency, or little 
success, by observing, that means are our part, but success is 
from the Lord; we use the means and ought not to be impa- 
tient, if He, who is Sovereign, does not see good to gratify our 
desires of usefulness. But do we use ail the means, which we 
can, and which we ought to use; and with all that earnestness, 
diligence, and assiduity, which such a cause requires? Is noth- 
ing omitted? Is nothing deficient? Is nothing wrong in our 
spirit and conduct: in our doctrine, in the connexion and pro- 
portions, and application ? Can we think of nothing more, either 
in public, or from house to house, or in our closet, or in our 
example, which we ought to do, before we sit down in this 
heartless resignation? Surely, in such a case, we ought to sus- 

ect that all is not es to examine ourselves; and to pray, 
‘O Lord, do not condemn mec; shew me wherefore thou con- 
tendest with me ”’ In short, it may be apprehended, that the 
want of the spirit of the apostle in this respect, lies at the very 
root of the evil. ‘ My little children, of eg 1 travail in birth 
again, till Christ be formed in you.’ A thorough earnestness, 
and ardent desire to be useful ; which nothing else can satisfy. 
No crowded congregations, no acceptance, no popularity; ne 
respect and kindness shewn us ; no comfortable state of things 
in other respects ; nothing about emoluwent, or credit, nothing 
can satisfy me, but usefulness. 1 long to win souls; I had 
vather be poor, despised, reviled, and persecuted; and made 


-very useful; than have all else to my will, without ardent and 


increasing usefulness; This, this, is what I aim at. ‘I seek 
not your’s but you.? Such should be our spirit and language. 
It is to be feared, that there is comparatively but a small por- 
tion of this decided earnestness, in modern days, to what there 
was in more successful and happier times. In this respect, it 
seems, that many satisfy themselves, under the idea, that they 
are useful, though their usefulness does not appear. Now, It 
may be readily conceived, that most evangelical ministers are 
useful in many instances, which never come to their knowledge ; 
or not till long after they have taken place. But there, are on 
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the other hand, persons, who disappoint their most sanguine 
hopes. The success, however, of some, even in later ages, 
much more in apostolical times, has been so unequivocal, that it 
could not be doubted. A minister should not, perhaps, expect, 
when first stationed in any place, to see much fruit for some 
time ; but, if after several years, few inquire ‘ what must we do 
to be saved ;’? few come, as new converts, to profess their faith 
at the Lord’s table; few appear ‘ to walk in newness of lite ;’ he 
ought, by no means, to satisfy himself by the hope of an unob- 
served, and probably, in great measure, unexisting usefulness ; 
but to adopt more vigorous measures, and pour out more fervent 
prayers. And this he cannot but do, if he have a proper sense of 
the value of immortal souls, and a longing desire above all things, 
to be the instrument of their salvation. The apostles, though 
doubtless resigned, at least equally with any of us, to the divine 
will and sovereignty, as far as their own concerns were at stake, 
seem to have been all life, and earnestness, and sometimes even 
anxiety, and distress, and then joy and praises, according as ap- 
pearances led them to think that they had been successful, or the 
contrary. 

8. “It is to be feared, that the ministers of the Gospel are 
not, at present, so evidently and decidedly, men of another 
world, as they have been in former times; not so disinterested, 
so separated from conformity to the world in all respects, so 
dead to its pleasures, distinctions, and advantages ; so heavenly 
minded; so willing to be poor, if so be they might make many 
rich; so willing to appear poor, when they actually are poor; 
so willing to labour for nothing, if requisite; so entirely ‘ holy 
men of God ;’ as they were in former ages, especially in the first 
age of Christianity, and in times of persecution. We live in a 
peaceful age and nation: we are too apt to forget, that the 
world is as much adverse to genuine christianity as ever; we 

o down on the ground of good-tempered worldly people ;_per- 
ae with an honest meaning: we will not disgust them by sin- 
gularities ; we conform as far as we can without direct sin; we 
think to win them by this means. But if men of the world see, ° 
that we copy them, in their manners, apparel, furniture, table, 
and, in the appearance of our families, as far as we can afford ; 
and, alas! that sometimes, we even expect them to supply the 
deficiencies thus occasioned; they at once conclude that there 
is nothing to prevent: our acting as they do, more entirely, ex- 
cept our inferiority in affluence. And not only is the minister 
and his family despised, but the Gospel itself is, on that account, 
treated with disregard. 

“Until they, who preach the doctrine of the cross, appear 
evidently ‘ crucified to the world, and the world to them;? until 
“7 ne free from all plans of enriching themselves 

Ou. Uf. 20 
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and their families ; or attempting to appear, like their superi- 
ors, In style and manner of living; until simplicity, frugality, 
self. denial, enlarged beneficence according to their ability, and 
a willingness to labour, to spend-and be spent, without re- 
compence from men, be the prominent feature in their character ; 
they have no reason to expect, that usefulness, with which such 
men as have been mentioned, were favoured. If all seek their 
own, and not the things of Jesus Christ ; and-an easy and com- 
fortable situation, a good emolument, a ‘place where refined and 
elegant society may be enjoyed, are preferred to a field of far 
larger and more promising usefulness, without these appendages ; 
if few seem willing to ‘open a door for nought ;’ in vain do 
we inquire, why we are not useful in proportion to the holy, self- 
denied, disinterested servants of God our Saviour, in former 
days. The answer is obvious. 

9..** The comparative omission of supplication, or interces- 
sion, in our family, and social worship, and perhaps our secret 
worship may be considered, as one reason of our being less fa- 
voured with success than others have been. | have, for a long 
course of years, observed this lament able deficiency as it always 
has appeared to me. In family and social worship, and even 
when a number of ministers are met together, the prayers of- 
fered, commonly in a very great proportion, are contined to 
their own concerns, and that of each other, and. their families, 
and little enlargement is admitted, respecting the general con- 
cerns of christianity, at home and abroad. Perhaps their own 
insulated sphere is mentioned; there is little intercession for a 
blessing on the souls of their brethren and fellow- labalieerss 
and for the sending forth of labourers ; and for the grand con- 
cerns of christianity, throughout the world. Now, it we do not 
constanily a: | frequently pray for a blessing on others, what 
reason have we to think, that they thus pray for us; and for the 

want of the prayers of many, the blessing not being granted. 
cannot ‘abound in many thanksgivings unto God.? 

“Lect family worship be fixed at a certain hour and that time 
‘invariably adhered to; then the diflerence between ten minutes, 
or half an hour, will not, in ordin: ary cases, derange family af- 
fairs ; for all was previously planned, in expectation that this 
half hour would be so employed. Tulla more general ‘pouring 
out of the Spirit of grace and supplication,’ in these respects be 
vouchsated, I am decidedly of opinion, that no remarkable pour- 
ing out of the Holy Spirit, to give primitive success to our la- 
bours, can reasonably be expected. It was when the disciples 
were of one accord in prayer and supplication, that the Holy 
Spirit was at first poured out upon them. In respect of private 
supplication, every one must ask his own conscience, how far 
his. slackness, formality, or generality, constitutes a neglect of 








EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. E. HEDDING. 155 


the proper means of obtaining the blessing ; or how far, ‘ Ye 
have not, because ye ask not,’ is applicable to his case. 

10. “ Our Lord says of some evil spirits, ‘ This kind goeth 
not out, save by prayer and festing.’ How far the neglect of 
days, set apart for fasting and prayer, for a success on our la- 
bours, especially when little good seems done, may be consider- 
ed as a reason of our inadequate success, may justly be inquired. 
Itcertainly seems to have been a frequent practice of those, who 
were most honoured with usefulness; both privately,and with 
others of their fellow-labourers ; and at some times with their 
congregations. But how far the latter is practicable or expedi- 
ent, at present I shall not determine. : 

11. “A neglect of impressing on those, to whom we are made 
useful, the duty ofhelping us, with their example, and instructions 
in their families, and constant prayers for us, personally, and for 
a blessing on our labours, daily ; but especially, on the Lord’s 
day, before they come to the place of worship, and after the ser- 
vices are over, may be considered as one reason that our success 
is not more abundant. We should address them to this effect : 
Now, that God has called you by his grace, to the knowledge of 
the Gospel, you are bound to be our hedpers with your prayers, 
that we may live holy and preach faithfully ; and that the Spirit 
of God may be poured out to succeed our labours, in the conver- 
sion also of your children and domestics, relations and neigh- 
bours; and you must strengthen our hands by your example, 
and your best endeavours in your family and circie. We were 
without helpers ; but God has converted you, that you may help 
us. Your prayers are as much a means of converting your 
neighbours, as our preaching is: and you owe this to us, as the 
instruments of your salvation: and still more to the Lord Jesus, 
‘as the author of salvation.” 


se 
—— oe 7 ¢ Cane 


Weligious and Missionary intelligence. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REY. E. HEDDING, TO THE EDi- 
TORS, DATED LYNN, MARCH 10, 1819. 


Missionary Society in Lynn, Massachusetts. 


Dear Breturen, 

Tne members and friends of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Lynn, being desirous to assist the servants of Christ 
in the spread of the Gospel, assembled on Sabbath-evening, 
Feb. 21, and formed a society, by the name of the Methodist 
Missionary Society in Lynn. Ninety gentlemen became sub- 
scribers that evening, and the number has-since increased te 
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one hundred and forty-seven, and will probably still increase. 
The condition of membership is one doijlar 2 year; but many 
have subscribed morc. The money collected by the society, 
Is to be ny git to the draft of the New-England Anaual Confer- 
any of its members, who may be «actually employ- 
ed in domestic missionary !abours. 
in addition to this institution, two female societies in the same 
place, have been for some years engaged in furnishing assist- 
ance for the most needy of the circuit preachers: the number 
of members in these two societies, is one hundred and thirty 
seven, and they have a prospect of obtaining more. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. BARNABAS SHAW, MISSIONARY 
IN SOUTH AFRICA, TO MR. Re WATSON, 


, Leelie Fonteine, Oct. 20, 1817. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


Havine made a journey to the Cape in the month of August, 
l anxiously expected to have found letters from England : they, 
however, had been sent into the interior, and arrived yesterday 
at this place. Having received no letter since Christmas-day, 
1816, 1 was glad to hear from my native land. Some of the let- 
ters which | received, were written more than a year before; 
one of yours bears date Nov. 28, 1816, and the other Feb. 7, 
1817. The information which you request, I believe has been 
iven in my last letters. My head quarters is Leelie Fonteine, 
a Lilly Fountain,) upon the Khamies Berg, (or Khamies Moun- 
tain,) Little Namacqualand. 1 have given my station the name 
of Mount Zion, (in the Dutch, de Berg Zion.) Here our temple 
stands, and here our tribes assemble before God. Here we 
offer our sacrifices, and enter God’s courts with praise. We 
trust that many tn the adjoining places will say, “ Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob.” 

On my journey to the Cape, I found several families who are 
friends to Missionaries, who showed us great kindness. | had 
also an opportunity of preaching the words of life to different 
families, consisting of Christians and Heathens. On my return 
from Cape Town, | visited the Landdrost, at Clan Williem : he 
received me with kindness, and said that he would render me 
every possible assistance. 

Though I have left Cape Town, I have not lost sight of or 
forgot it: though our Society there is now dispersed, most of 
them heing gone to the east, yet there are persons at the Cape 
who would gladly hear the gospel from the lips of a missionary. 
Pray, do something for Cape Town, if possible; there is a won- 
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derful harvest of souls there. O that the hands of the labourers 
were loosed that they might work ! | 

Thank God, I have work here in which I am comfortable, 
and feel no doubt but my leaving the Cape was of God. This 
is a source of consolation in times of difficulties. Yesterday I 
had the pleasure of preaching in a farmer’s house, about half a 
day’s journey from this place. He is wishful that his servants 
should be instructed. God willing, I shall go to the same place 
occasionally to preach, where I doubt not that a congregation 
may be gathered, as there are other people who do not live tar 
distaut. But the generality of the farmers are amazingly preju- 
diced against Missionaries: should their prejudice once fall, 
which I hope will be the case, then an extensive circuit, though 
thinly inhabited might immediately he formed. 

But I cannot act upon this plan alone. I cannot leave my 
partner for a week together, to go and visit the farmers’ houses 
thirty, forty, and fifty miles distant, when no European is.at the 
settlement. And I cannot leave my people destitute of an in- 
structor for so long a time. This country is exceeding differ- 
ent from England, and also from all other parts of the colony 
that I have seen. In England, if you have no horse, you can 
easily step upon a coach, and go a day’s journey or more. In 
other parts of this colony a person may ride upon a good 
road, though sometimes very thirsty. But here we are almost 
constantly either ascending or descending from large mountains, 
where great time must be taken, and even so there is consider- 
able danger. But these inconveniences may all be surmounted, 
where there is zeal for the glory of God, and the sabvation of 
men. It is no reason why we should not preach the gospel 
because we live in a land where there are mountains to climb, 
and dangers to encounter. Philip was sent to the south, which 
was desert, to preach to one person, (the eunuch.) Should not 
we then, go to preach to whole families? But ! cannot both be 
at home on the settlement, and abroad among those who are 
scattered. 

Our Hottentots who have been in the Bushmen land, and 
those who have been in the under place, (so called) are now 
coming upon the mountain, where they will remain six or seven 
months; then they must separate again in search of grass for 
their cattle. Ihave asked the Landdrost, for I could not sec 
his Excellency, liberty to go into the Bushmen land to my pco- 
ple, when they lie there with their cattle, for the purpose of in- 
structing them ; which he assures me I may do without further 
permission from government, as a Missionary: is expected to 
. visit his people, wherever they may be. I hope a Missionary 

will arrive at the Cape, and trayel from thence to this country 
before that time. or, 
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My dear wife joins me in love to yourself, family, and the 
Committee. We thank you for your attention to us. We feel 
comfort in our work, and hope that we have no end in view but 
the glory of God in the salvation of the heathen. Though we 
have m: iny privations, disadvantages, and momentary trials, yet 
thank God, our minds seem to be formed for our present cir- 
cumstances. On seeing the Minutes for 1816, I felt much af- 
fected, especially by reading that Messrs. Barber and Bradburn 
were no more,—no more inhabitants of this lower world, no 
more acting as fathers in the church. But IJ also felt thankful 
to find that the Lord is raising up others to fill their places, and 
water what they have planted. O that we, who are but young 
in experience, In labour may be as faithful as the first heralds of 
salvation among the Methodists. I hope I shall live and die a 
Christian, and a Methodist Christian. Your charity must cov- 


er all the faults of your offectionate servant in the gospel. 
Barnabas SHaw. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. FOX, MISSIONARY IN CEYLON, 
TO MR. JACOB STANLEY. 


Caliura, Dec. 7, 1817. 
Dean Brower, 


To recount all the mercies that God has showered upon 
my head, since I saw you in City Road, would be to write a 
large volume, though I were master of the laconic style of Ho- 
race or Wesley. Suffice it to say, | have experienced one con- 
tinued mercy, varying ils mode with my circumstances, to this 
hour, and can now sing, beyond all former periods, “I bless 
the day that I was born.” 

All the voyage | felt much from the delay of regular accounts 
from the Mission; but | hope the Committee will receive, about 
the time you receive this, a tolerable accurate statement, which 
has cost me many weary hours. ‘Though I wish to labour 
in obscurity, doing in quietude the labour of my own station, 
vet if you can collect a hint from the Committee that any thing 
which has not struck my mind, would be desirable, I should be 
happy to receive ahint. For all that I can do to anticipate the 
wishes of the Committee, or fulfil their desires, I shall gladly 
do. The accounts from which I drew the statement, were par- 
ticular toa fault; but in such order, and so intermixed, that I 
think no notary in London could have arranged them. I do not 
say this to make an impression on your mind that I have used 
Newton’s powers ; but I believe, no principle, but that on which 
{ acted, would have brought them into order; but I was resolv- 
ed to give the Committee the clearest view I could, or perish ; 
and I had nearly obtained the latter for my lot, often allowing 
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only three, sometimes only two hours for sleep in a night till I 
had finished. Our accounts will, in future, be uniform through- 
out the island, and I believe on this ground we shall halt no 
more. With respect to my own accounts, I shall keep dupli- 
cate books of particulars; anda copy I shall at every conve- 
nient opportunity, transmit to the Committee, with such notes 
as I may deem necessary. So that, if the vessel be lost in 
which I send my accounts, I may still have a copy by me. 

The expenses of the Mission establishment in Colombo have 
certainly been great; but I believe they were absolutely neces- 
sary; and, from closely inspecting the premises, were, I believe, 
as economical as possible. With respect to other places, I 
cannot speak ; yet do not interpret my silence as censure, for I 
am not able to judge so well of other places, though perhaps I 
go to an extreme in my opposition to Mission-money being laid 
out on buildings. The state of the mission on the Cingalese, 
or Southern part of the island is very gratifying indeed, and our 
present openings form a new era in our Mission. Some months 
ago, I advised the brethren at Colombo to try a little more in 
the way of Mission-schools ; and brother H. and I set out, May 
31, and established two schools, and sent a notification of them 
to the governor, from whom we had the satisfactory answer you 
will see in the School Report. Now we are labouring day and 
night to complete our line of schools, (Christian churches on the 
Conterence plan, generally built by the natives) from Negombo 
to Matura, nearly one hundred and twenty miles, the soul of the 
island. Sir Alexander Johnson has been a real, unchanging 
friend to'our Mission: he is now coming home. He is the 
wisest man I have met with, and many of my successful plans of 
operation I have formed from hints I have gathered up in friend- 
ly conversation with him. I hope you will get him into the 
chair at some of your Missionary Meetings. I believe he would 
feel himself honoured. He has the most perfect acquaintance, 
of any man I have met with, of the Indian character. He is a 
man of great penetration as well as of observation. 

Every Missionary in this part of the island preaches in Portu- 
guese, and we are now well advanced in elementary works in the 
two languages, which are almost ready for the press. Eating, 
drinking, sleeping, &c. does not, with me, exceed the bounds of 
eight hours out of the twenty-four; and | believe a considerable 
part of the brethren act ina similar way. —} preach twice a week 
in Portuguese in the Government House, ard once by an interpre- 
ter in Cingalese. © [n others, in one or the other language, as the 
people can understand. I have raised a school of about sixty 
in my own house,.chiefly children of the principal people, and so 
full are my hands, thata month appears as a day. Our united 
love to you and Mrs. Stanley.— lam your affectionate brother. 
Wa. Becxtry Fox, 








ib POETRY. 


YP oetry ‘ 


ON A RIVER. 


By Lea’s near banks, where loos’d in play, 
My youth’s smooth hours stole pleas’d away, 
Late wand’ring, by reflection prest, 

Thus taught the friend, the mental guest. 


Sweet stream! where most my haunts delight, 


Whose scenes to solemn thoughts invite ; 
May my calm life resemble thee, 
Such pleasure give, so useful be. 


As passing straws and buoyant leaves 

Thy yielding surface but receives, 

While pearls that lure the searching eye, 
Deep treasur’d in thy bosom lie ; 

May trifles such reception find, 

Float merely transient on my mind, 
While weightier thoughts admission win, 
Sink its whole depths, and rest within. 


As the large face the heavens expose, 
Thy pure, refiecting mirror shows, 

Yet paints, in small terrestrial scenes, 

Some bordering flowers, er pendant greens; 
So with resemblances divine, 

My copying life direct to shine; 

While earth’s faint forms grown distant—less, 
Their fewer images impress. 


Teach me thy constancy—to force 

O’er bars and straits, a stubborn course, 
Not idly in suspension beld, 

Thy path not chang’d, though oft repelled ; 
Thy patience teach my rufil’d soul, 

When like thy waves, its motions roll, 
Which vexed to foam, when passion’s fray, 
Grentle its smiles pass smooth away. 


Teach me thy rule of temperate bliss, 

Pleas’d just thy flow’ry banks to kiss ; 

Yet by no sweets allur’d aside, 

Jill ocean stops thy restless tide: 

© mayest thou, Pattern wise, dispense, 
Mod’rate to taste the charms of sense ! 
Still pressing to my “ wished abode,” 
Nor fix’d till at my Centre, GUD. 





Creation wears a different hue, 
Serener skies appear ; 

Old earth puts on a mantle new, 
And dissipates his fear. 


Come, slothful mortals, rise and sing, 
With yonder feather’d band; 

And chant the praises of your King, 
O’er the reviving land. 


Come, emulate seraphic strains, 
And praise Omnific love, 

With those who tread the blissful plains, 
In yonder world above. 


Rise! rise! for you’ve a nobler theme, 
Than the angelic throng ; 

Let love, Almighty to redeem, 
Be your exalted song. 





TUE PILGRIM’S HOME. 
Job iii. 17, 18,19, &c. 


WHO so lovely as the Pilgrim, 
Bending ’neath a weight of years ; 
Yet, without a murmur, toiling 
Through this darksome vale of tears: 
Shouting vict’ry, praise, and triumph,—Deeth 
without his sting appears? 


Pleas’d ke sees the wish'd-for haven 
Where his ev’ry care shali cease; 
There he soon shali Icave his burden, 
Warfare there shall yield to peace! 
Rest, and Peace, and joy, and gladness, ever, 
ever to increase ! 


In that bouse for all appointed, 
Grief no more disturbs the breast. 
There the wicked cease from troubling, 


There the weary are ut rest! 
Rest from labour, pain, and sorrow,—here, and 


here alone possess’d ! 


Ifere the pris’ners rest together, 


— 
Nor their stern oppressors hear; 
LINES ON HEARING THE BIRDS sinc Weak and mighty,—lord and servant, 
All in equal states appear: 


EARLY ONE SPRING MORNING. 


THE aerial songster mounts on high, 
And chants his tuneful lay ; 

Salutes the sov’reign of the sky 
And hails the rising day. 


His recent wants are now forgot, 
The wintry blast is o’er ; 

He seeks not now the poor inan’s cot, 
Nor shares his humble store. 


Here the Pilgrim proudly sings, the grave no 
more inspires his fear. 


For he soon shall rise exulting, 
Free from Death and Satan’s pow’r! 
Soon shall pass the heavenly Jordan, 
Soon shall tread on Canaan’s shore ! 
Singing—Glory, honour, power, be to Christ fer 
evermete? 





